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To the Horbur'd Sr EWARPS 

9 12 K 1 8 „ 
of the Anniverſary-Meeting 
upon this occaſion. _ 


= ©... - 
s this Day twelve Months laſt paſt that 
: T had the Honour to be won Jou to 

' preach this Day's Anniverſary-Sermon, for 

which I return Jou humble Thanks. The Poſt Tow 
then gave me I moſt readily reſign'd to my Right 
Reverend Superiour, as I am in Duty bound to do. 
T hope Jou will not take it amiſs' that I pablifh this 
Diſcourſe, which I had prepar'd according to my 
mean Ability, in obedience to Jour Honourable Com- 
mands. I wiſh every one of Ton, and all good Chriſ- 
tiaus, Patience in this World, and . in 
the World to come; and am in all Sincerity, 


. Gentlemen, 
Sutton, Octob. | | 
a i Jour moſs Affectionate, 


tho Unworthy, Servant, 


* r 
* 5 2 
Y — 4 12 * > . — 
* p 8 NS , 
* 
9 » te - 
«7 ax i 
8 * 0 
A = , . 
« * * 
4 » _— * — 
8 
I 
Woo 
— * * 
8 
z 6 0 


a 
1 


s. 


0 wy 
red WF 
1 


Dobh 


1 Tim. IV. A. : 1311 


vr . 1 | 0 4 
Hes in Hypocriſy, having their Con- 
ſtcciences ſear d with à hot Iron. 


nin Hypocriſy, having their Conſciences ſcar d with i hot 


RD Ven. fn) : „ gion 207 ld g 
St. Paul, in the latter end of the foregoing Chapter, hath 
ſum'd up the Doctrine of Chrift, which he calls the Myſtery ef 
Godlineſs, under theſe Heads; Cad mas manifeſt in the Fleſh, juſti- 
Bd in Cor by) the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preach d to the Gentiles, 
believ'd. on in the World, and ,receiv'd up into Glory. And jmmes 
diately hereupon he takes an occaſion. to faretel his Sog Zime=- 
th, that notwithſtanding all theſe Articles of- Faith don mani- 
feſtly conſpire to render jeſus Chrift the only Supreme Head, of 
the Church, and ſet him; forth as the only way, and means by. 
_ whom we can make our Approaches to God,the, Father, he be- 
ing the ſole Mediator between God and Man, the ſole. Foun- 
dation of. all our Hopes, and, together with: Worbis e 
Holy Spirit, the ſole, Object of our religious Worſhip; yet a 
time ſhould come in which there ſhall, be a, very evident Apo» 
ſtacy from this Faith, ſo far as that many ſhall give heed to 
ſuch Doctrines as ſhall be contrary to the very Spirit of Chriſ- 
tianity: And that t 3 Apoſtacy ſhall be brought to paſs by 
means of Lyes and falſe hypocritical Tales, oppoſite to the 
Truth of the Goſpel; and alſo that the Men who ſhall ,introy 
duce this bypocritical Apoſtacy, ſhall be, notorious. for thag 
Spirit and Temper, which is moſt. notoripuſly oppoſite to the 
mild and gentle Spirit of the ſame Goſpel, as well as td. th, 
Truth thereof; they ſhall, of all Men, be the fartheſt remov 
from all Truth, Charity, Brotherly Love and Kindneſs; ak | 
in ſhort, this all be the Character of them, ;vix. they 5 | 
be found ſpeaking Lyes in Hypocriſy, and having their Conſcienceg 
' ſear'd with a hot Iron. ME; WOE 
And ſince the fulfilling of any Prophecy is the beſt Comment 
thereupon, I ſhall endeayour to ſet forth, _ 
| | R 5. 8 - = 
I. That there is «if; Af, and has been for a long time ſince? 
an evident Apoſtac from the Chriftian Faith in the 
Church of Rome, 4 UAE 


A 2 II. That 
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II. That the Apoſtacy of that pfetended Church, was intro- 
duc'd by Lying, Hypocriſy ; and alſo, 
III. By Antichriftian Cruelty, according to the Prediction 
in the Text, having their Conſciences 2 with a hot Iron. 
And, 8 FENG 
» A 4 | „ d | 4 SS | 
I. As to the Apoſtacy of the Church of Rome, St. Peter fore- 
tells it in theſe words: But there were falſe Prophets among the 
People (i. e. among the ems) even as there ſhall be falſe Teachers 
among you, who privily ſhall bring in 'datiinable Hereſier, even den- 
ing the Lord that bought them; and many uh ſhl their perni- 


cious ways, by - reaſon of whom the way of Truth ſhall be eviſpoken 
of. And thro Covefouſneſs ſhall they with ' feign'd words (i. e. Lyes 
ſpoken in Hypocriſy) make Merchandiſe of you. Now St. Peter 
having deſcrib'd the Apoſtacy of the Chriftian Church to be 


like to that of the Jews, we may, by looking backward upon 


the 'Fewiſh Apoftacy, behold, as in a Glaſs, the Features of the 
other Apoſtacy among ſuch who are call'd Chriſtians. Where 
upon let it be conſider d, „%% > 008 IS 

1. That the Fewiſh Church did not at any time altogether 
renounce the true andliving God, but -evermore own'd - them- 
ſelves to be his People, tho they worſhip'd other Gods ' beſides 
Him. Now this- great Apoſtacy of the Fews was carry'd on to 
the higheſt pitch of Idolatry in the Reign of King Manaſſes, 
ho did that which was Evil in the ſight of the Lord, like unto the 
"Abominations of the Heathen ; for he built again the High Places which 
Hezekiah his Father had broken down; and he rear d up Altars to 
Baalim, and maie* Groves, and worſhip'd all the Hoiſt of Heaven ; 
and built- Altars to them in the Houſe of the Lord, and in the two 
Courts belonging to that Houſe : So this Apoſtacy is ſet forth, 
2 Chron. 32. 2, 3, 4, 5. Nor is it eaſtly to be conceiv'd how an 
Ifraelitèe could, at that time, offer any legal Sacrifice without 
ſome mixture of Idolatry, when God's own Temple and the 
Courts thereof were made Receptacles of Idols. In like man- 
ner the _— make 1 of owning God the Creator, 
and Jeſus Chrift the Redeemer of the World; but yet in the 
Ame Temples, which are dedicated to the Father and the 

h, they build Altars to the Virgin Mary, and worſhip a large 
Beau. Rofl of Saints, as they ſtile ſuch Men and Women who, 
whilft they liv'd; invented ſome ſuperſtitious Orders or Cere - 
moni=s, which were well pleaſing. to the Man of Sin, or per- 
haps for inventing ſome barbarous Form of Cruelty, as St. Do- 
minich's Inquiſition, which is the moft notorious Apoſtacy from 
all forms of eommon juſtice and Equity: for which horrid In- 
vention *tis more than probable, that ſome of thoſe Saints, who 


* 


are worſhip'4.in the ſame Temple with the Father and the Son, 


have been long abandon'd to everlafting Communion with the 
Devil and his Angels, whoſe Service they chiefly _— by 
| | " TO their 


4 


"2 


| (5) 
their wicked Inventions. But to let this paſs 3 tis apparent 
that the Fewiſh Apoſtacy did chiefly conſiſt in the Worhhip .of 
what they call'd Baalim; that is, Lords, or ſome inferior Dei- 
ties: and ſo does the preſent Apoſtacy of the Roman Church, 
above all things, conſiſt in their Saint-worſhip, which is an 
Idolatry which t ey have ſpread all the World over, to the no- 
torious Scandal of the Chriſtian Profeſſion, which is thereby 
render'd contemptible both to ems and Mahometans. But be- 
ſides thefe Baalim, theſe Dii minorum Gentium, theſe little Lords 
which the Papiſts worſhip, there is one Baal, or great Lord, 
who is ſeated upon every Altar dedicated to the Lord Jeſus. 
This is not the old Lord of Hoſts, but the new Lord Hoflie, 
bak'd in an Oven, but inclos'd in a Shrine of Chryftal, by a 
wiſe proviſion made in a Lateran Council, leſt the Rats and 
Mice ſhould run away with the Deity ; which is the darling 
Idol of the whole Apoftacy, and receives Divine Worſhip in 
all Parts of the Antichriſtian Empire. 
But befides theſe there is another Idol, which being added 
to the foregoing dumb and ſenſleſs Objects of Worſhip, com- 
pletes the Syſtem of nt I mean the Man. of Sin. him- 
ſelf, the Roman Pontiff, who takes upon him a plenary Power, 
both Spiritual and Temporal, over the whole World, laying 
cla im alſo to the Keys of Heaven. He pretends a Right to 
command and forbid whatſoever pleaſeth him, to baniſh, ex- 
communicate and puniſh with utmoſt Extremity whomſoever he 
leaſes; to create and depoſe all Sovereign Princes and Magi- 
ates, and diſpoſe of their Commands and Dignities-as to 
him ſhall ſeem good; and all theſe his abominable Uſurpations 
he impoſes upon all Mankind, as neceſſary Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith: It being alſo neceſſarily to be beliey'd that 
this Man is infallible, and therefore all Appeals upon any Af- 
fairs, wherein Religion has any. Concern, muſt laſt of all be 
made to him, whoſe Ordinances and Decrees are to be held 
final. This is the Doctrine which the Roman Catholick Divines 
and Councils maintain concerning this great Idol the Pope : 
And when any Cardinal is choſen into this high Office, he is 
ſeated on W whoſe Feet reſt upon the Altar; which, 
according to their Theology, is the Throne of Chriſt, and there 
he has the Triple Crown ſet upon his Head, with theſe words, 
Accipe tharam tribus Coronis redimitam, & ſcias te eſſe rectorem orbis 3 
i. e. Accept of this Triple Crown, and underſtand your ſelf 
to be the Supreme Governor of the World. How fully does the 
Pope, under theſe Circumftances, correſpond to St. Paul's Cha- 
ratter of the Sen of Perdition, who th and exalteth himſelf 
above all that is called God, or worſhipped : ſo that he, as God, ſit» 
teth in the Temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God, 2 Theſſ. a. 
4. And indeed tis in this glorious Poſture that he receives 
the adoration of the Prelates, and all other Diguitarics who at- 
tend the Ceremony of his Coronation. 'T were 


(6) 
'Twere theſe flagrant Idolatries committed in Saint-worſhip 
and Bread-worſhip, together with the extravagant Exaltation - 
of the Pope's Decrees above the Word of God, which convinc'd 
eur Forefathers of the Reformation, that they were ſubjected 
to a heavy ſpiritual Opprethon, and that the Church of Chrift 
lay under Antichriſtian Apoſtacy. They could not but ſee that 
ſuch a Spirit and Diſpoſition had for a long time reign'd in the 
Church, and was contrary to the Spirit and Deſign of our Sa- 
viour : Nothing being more viſibly wanted than Glory to God. on 
High, in E:r:h Peace, and Good-Will towards Men. Theſe were the 
Deſigns of Chriſt's coming into the World, which were puh- 
liſh'd by the Angels at his Birth: and the Spirit of his Doctrine 
leads us to comply therewith; in bearing a dhe Reverence to 
God above all things, and paying our thankful Acknowledgments 
to him as our Supreme Owner, Governour, and Benefactor; 
in whun we Live, Move, and have our Beings. But according to 
the Roman Syſtem of Religion, ſo much Devotion muſt be paid 
to the Saints for taking care of our Affairs, and diſpatching our 
Buſineſs in the Court of Heaven, that our Duty to God is very 
much interrupted, and fo frequently poſt-pon'd, that ſometimes it 
is quite loft and forgotten. And thus the Saints carry away the 
greateſt ſhare of that Glory which is due to God. And in ſome 
Courts upon Earth, when a Prince has beſtow'd a royal Bounty 
upon a faithful Subject, the tedious and chargeable Sollicitations 

to gain the Favour, and to render it effectual after it is granted 
are ſo great, that the Beneficiary would be glad to diſpoſe of 
the Royal Favour for the half of what it coſt him. *Tis true 
indeed, that no Gift of God can be overvalu'd; and for that 
reaſon theſe Saints and heavenly Courtiers ſhould be remov'd, 
that they may not partake of that Homage which is due to God 
alone, our Supreme Benefactor. But yet there is one of theſe 
Saints, Mary by Name, who receives ten Petitions, or Acts of 
religions Worſhip, for one which is given to her Son, who- pur. 
chas'd for her all the Glory ſhe enjoys, as well as for us all that 
we can hope for. Whereupon *twas rightly obſerv'd, that the 
Papiſts ought to be ftiPd 1arianj, rather than Chriſtiani; and 
take their denomination from Mary rather than Chrift, Nay 
there is ſcarce one of theſe Saints, but, if you can belieye their 
Hiftoriographers, has done many more Miracles than our Sa- 
viour Chrift. So that tho we call him the Son of Righteouſneſs, 
yet if his Actions be compar'd with the numerous Miracles of 
theſe great Worthies, his Glory will appear but as a Gloworm 
compar'd to a bright Hemiſphere. A a 
2. And yet there is another Idol which eclipſes his Glory in 
the Roman Hemiſphere, equally with the Glory of theſe fanta- 
ſtical, illuſtrious Potentates, who attend the Throne of Glory; 
1 mean the Wafer 7d5]. *Tis natural to give Thanks to God for 
the Gift of Bread ; but to give Thanks to a piece of Bread — 
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all the Gifts of God, is very unaccountable; and yet this Idol 
bak d in an Oven 1s always interloping betwixt every devout 
Soul and the livin God. For, are you in the Temple of Go 
entertaining your Thoughts with the Contemplation of the Di- 
vine Omnipreſence; and from thence. raiſing your hopes to a 
comfortable ExpeRation, that he diſcerns the ſecret loathing and 
abhorrence of thoſe Sins, which for ſome time paſt, dy 
harbour'd within your Soul, but are now caft out from thence 
with Contrition and Diſdain? And have you hereupon enter- 
tain'd ſome Views of God's Favour, through the Merits of 
our dear Saviour, who laid down his Life to gain your Pardon? 
Does your Soul from hence begin to take Wing towards Chrift 
in Heaven, who Is there ſitting at the Right Hand of God, to 
make Interceſſion in your Favour? Are you juft now ready to 
ſay with holy David, Whom have Jin Heaven but thee ? and there is 
nothing upon Earth I defire beſides thee, Plal. 73. 25. And now be- 
hold the Scene that is to improve your Devotion! a little el- 
fiſh Image upon a Wafer, is lifted up within a Glaſs : ſo ſmall 
that it is imperceptible to the Congregation 3 and could it be 
ſeen, were fit only to ridicule the Devotion I have been now 
mentioning, Are you walking abroad in the open Air to re- 
freſh your Spirits with the fight of God's Bleſſings upon the 
green Earth ? Are. you admiring the infinite variety of the 
divine Providence, whereby the Earth is furniſh'd with variety 
of Proviſions, ſutable to the Wants of every Creature which 
dwelleth thereupon ? Behold here you meet with the Waſer- 
Idal, as it is carried (for it cannot go) towards the next Vil- 
lage! Behold the impious Ridicule of infinite Wiſdom and 
Power ! You are requir'd to bow down your Body, and pay 
your Devotions to this Wafer God, as to the Creator of Hea- 
ven and Earth, tho it ſelf be not ſufficient to ſatisfy the Appe- 
tite of an hungry Sparrow. But whither is this Idol taking its 
march? Probably to difturb ſome ſick Man's Devotion, who 
having for ſome time been caft down upon his Bed, has now 
found out that all the World is but vanity and vexation of Spirit ; 
and is at laſt come to know that there is nothing durable and 
ſolid but God alone, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, wh can ſuppl 
all his Wants, heal all his Diſeaſes, and conquer Death it 22 
And this is the only Cordial which ſupports this poor Man's 
Spirits in his laſt Extremity : He is ſatisfy'd that the God 
whom he has ſerv'd in the Integrity of his Heart, will never 
leave him nor for ſake him; and that he is able to do more for 
Him than he can either ask, or think; he knows that his Redeemer 
lives, and is perſuaded that neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor 
Principalities, nor Powers; nor things preſent, nor things to come; nor 
height, nor depth; nor am other Creature, ſhall be able to, ſeparate him 
from the Love. of Coc that is in Chriſt Jeſus bis Lord. And behold ! 
fo brick yp Ship och e Moditaghg, aud cone A Rare 
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à glutton Fryar extends to the view of the deyont Soul, a thin 
Wafer Idol, the ridiculous half Inch of Immenſity. And thus 
it will fall out go where you will, and endeavour to entertain 
our Thoughts with the noble Objects of God's Creation, or of 
ankind's Redemption; at every turn in comes mine Hoſt and 
interrupts all ſerious Meditation. | = 
But beſides theſe two _ of Apoftacy from God in 
Saint and Bread-Worſhip, there is a third fort of Apoſtacy 
from the Word of God, to the Decrees and ftanding Orders of 
the Popes of Rome. Tis this third fort of Apoftacy which 
confirms the Romaniſts in the other two. For were the Word 
of God permitted to have any Authority amongſt Men, it might 
ſerve as a Light to their Feet, and a Lanthorn to their Paths; where. 
by they might diſcover the Error of their Ways. But accord. 
ing to the Syſtem of this third Species of Apoftacy, the Holy 
Scriptures are declar'd uſeleſs and dangerous; and therefore 
forbidden to be read by Lay-men, who are not fo deyoutly at- 
tach'd to 'the Papal Intereft as the Clergy are. Inftead of 
ſearching the Scriptures, as Jeſus Chrift has commanded, *tis 
the great Principle of the Court of Rome, that the Pope is a- 
bove all Laws; that it belongs to him alone to make Rules for 
the Government of the Church; that 'tis in his power to 
change the antient Canons and Rules of the Church, and in- 
troduce new ones, according to the Neceſſity of Times, Places, 
and Occaſions. But if it appens that Sovereign Princes o 
pole the execution of his Bulls or Orders, tis uſual for the Popes 
to take up ſuch matters by Concordats or Agreements, which 
they underftand to be made without the Jeaft Prejudice fo the 
Plenitude of their Power. For the Court of Rome does ever 
diſtinguiſh between 7us ſtrictum, the Law of Rigour, and Fus 
remiſſum, the Law of Favour ; which is a Law of Oeconomy and 
Prudence, which, tho made uſe of upon ſome Occaſions, yet 
cannot derogate from the Pope's exerciſe of his full Right in 
its utmoſt extent, as occaſion ſhall ſerve. Nor was the Scrip- 
ture ever known to take place of the Pope's Canon Law, nor to 
ftand a Proteftant in any ftead, when it was ever ſo ſtrongly or 
evidently pleaded in his behalf: But the Proteſtant was ever 
condemned and executed 'by the Pope's Law, tho the Law gf 
God did manifeſtly acquit him. Wherefore I conclude, that 
tis this pretended Plenitude of Power which moſt evidently ful- 
fils the meaſure of the Antichriftian Apoſtaop cy. 
II. The ſecond thing,T deſign'd to ſet forth was, That this 
great Apoſtacy of the Roman ebe had its Foundacign 
In Forgery and lying Hypocriſy: Saint-Worſhip, Bread-Wor- 
ſhip, and the Plenitude o Papal Power deriv'd their Originals 
only from hence, from ſpeaking Ly:s in Hbf. 
As for the firſt of theſe Particulars, the fe Hillary of the 
' Chriftian Church wilt inform us, that for the firſt Three _ 
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dred Yeats after the birth of Chriſt, there was no: ſuch thing as 
Saint: worſhip. In thoſe early Days we find, that Chriſtians met 
uſually together at the Graves of their Brethren, ho Had ſuf- 
fer'd Martyrdom for their Faith; and there they perform 'd their 


from one another; but as yet there was no Object of their Wor- 
ſhip but God Alone. The firſt time that any Reverence was 
paid to a dead Man, was done to Babyla Biſhop of Antioch, who, 


Devotion to God, and receiv'd mutual Inſtructions and Comfort 


ander the Perſecution of Deciu the F N was martyr'd and 


buried in Papbne, the delightful Suburb. of Antinch; of whom 
„ an eminent Church Hiftor ian, writes thus. 
Julian, the Emperor, marching his Army thro Antioch, was 
pleas'd to conſult the Oracle of Apollo, which was in Daphne. But 
the Devil (as the Hiſtorian relates it) whoſe dwelling was in 
that Den, trembled ſor fear of Babylas the Martyr, whole Corps 
lay inter'd not far from that place, and would afford the Empe- 
ror no anſwer to the Queſtions which he had asked. Hereupon 
the Emperor Julian commanded Balhyla s Bones to be 1 5 E 
which was done by the Chriſtians of Ant inch with great Solem- 
nity. Particulariy (as Ruſinus ſays): they ſang at that time the 
35th Pſalm, Cinfownled be al they who worſhip carved Images, \ &c. 
thereby refleſting upon the Idols of the Heathen, - Now ſoon 
after this tranſlation of:Babyl4's Bones, we read of r 
cles done by the Bodies of Martyts. And Chry/oſtom ſpeaking of 
this Aﬀait of Babyla, in his Oration againft the Heathens, ſays, 


If any Man believes not the things which are ſaid to be done 17 | 


the Apoſtles, let him, beholding the preſent Tranſlation, defi 
fron his Impudence, ' Which 1 45 that the Bones of -Batylas 
had done ſome Miracles. 8 after this, upon the death 
of Julian, it appears that the Bodies of Martyrs were enſhrin“ 
and Temples built over them. And as Euagrius an: antient 
Church-Hiftorian relatrs, the Body of Ephemia, - within. the 
City of Calcedon, was taken notice of for emitting ſuch fragrant 
Odours as no Flowers or Ointments could equal, Evagrius, lib. 2. 
cap. 3. But to return to the Story of Apollo of Daphne. If it 
was forg'd by the Hiſtorian who relates it, ſo that che Oracle 
did not declare that he had been ſilenc'd by the e 
as is pretended, then it follows, that the Reſpect which, was paid 
to his Corps by the People of Amioch, and by others afterwards 
was built: upon a lying Forgery, an [hypocritical Tale; hut i 
the Stoty as it is told, was true, then the Worſhip paid to the 
Body of -Babylas was founded upon the declaration of the Ora- 
cle, that is, of the Devilß who is the Father of Lyes: who. by 
his fubtilty, in alledging that bis Nene roceeded from. the 
Martyr's Bones, deluded the Chriſtians of Antioch, and drew 
them into a veneration of dead Men, thereby.laying; the Foun- 
dation of Antichtiſtian A poſtacy in that very place where the 
Followers of our Sricar Chriſt: were -firft call'd by his Name. 
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For the Diſciples were ealled Chriſtians firſt in Antioch, As 11. 26. 
Nor were there wanting in fuceteding Ages, thoſe who in- 
vented a multitude of Forgeries, to incouruge this ſort of Ido- 
latry. Gregory of Tours above a thouſand Years ſince, wrote two 
Books of the Miracles 6f holy Martyrs; and in the cloſe of his 
firſt Book, gives this Reaſon for writing it, v. 2. That: we alſo 
might deſire the 3 of the holy Martyrs; And his ſecond 
Book he concludes this, Ergo his Miraculis lettor intellisat non uli- 

ter niſi Martyrum, rellguorumgie amicorum Dei adjutoriis fe poſſe ſalv; 

i. e. that the Reader may underſtand that there is no Salvati 
to be had without the afſiftance of the Martyrs; and other ſuch 
Friends of God. Sintieon. Methphraſtes has ſignaliz d himſelf upon 
the ſame Subject; and repreſents St. Barbra, tven under the Exe- 
cutioner's Hand, praying after this manner: Thou, O Golf, heky 
my Prayer, that whoſaeber ſhall remember thy Nkme, and this try Con- 
Hi, may never Juffer from rhe Plague, or am peſtilenrial Diſeaſe ;, of 
by any Evil which may bring Trouble 10 tHe Bidies'sf 'Men. And im- 
mediately RO Hiſtorian) a Voice was heard calling her to 
Heaven, and promiſing that tier Prayers ſhould be heard in e- 
very palticular. In the Tame manner he deſcribes Sr. Blaſius and 
St. Catherine, making their laſt Pragers co God ; but is more par- 
ticular in deſcribing Sr. Marinas Prayer, wherein the articles 
with'God, that whoever ſhall build an Oratory in her Name, and 
deſcribe her Martyrdom, - ſhall have Remifhon of all Sins; and 
that no Famine, nor Peftilence, nor any grievous Affliction ſhall 
7 5 him. And While ſhe was thus praying, ſays the forging 
Iiſtorian, there was a great Earthquake, and the Lord with añ 
Hoſt of Angels, ſtood by her, and promis d to muee good all her 
Prayers. Now if it be ihquir d how it came to paſs, that Simeon 
Metaphraſtes has ſo much exceeded all legendary Writers which 
went before him, twas, probably, for this reafon z Becauſe he 
iv'd in that time when Leo Yſaurds and 'Conſtantime Copranymiis, 
mperors, together with ſeveral Eaftern Biſhops, endeavour d to 

root out of the Church the idolatrous Worſhip of Images, Sain 

and Reliques; and therefore to ſupport che tteclining Cauſe o 

Apoſtacy, he thought it expedient to be moe than ordinary bold 
in his prous Frauds and Forgerys. And th Method ſtill conti- 
nues in all Roman Countries, as the only Cxtholick way of fup- 
porting one Lye by another of a larger dimenſion. The truth 
of this is well known to all Proteſtants, u bo tra vel into Popiſn 
Countries. A ſingle Bee ſanding by it ſelf may be 'daſh'd out 
of countenance, but will make a tolerable appearance in bold 
Company, being aſſiſted by confident Vouchers. And the Le- 
gends which have been wrote ſince Simeon Metapbraſtes, of the 
mages, Saints, and Reliques, which have obtain'd worſhip in 
the Roman Church, are too numerous to he here inquir'd into. 
But tis ſtrange to conſider, that tho ſeveral great Forgeries, 
upon which eminent Eccleſiaſtical Orders of Men _ been 
| ; ounded, 
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founded, have been ſtrongly oppos'd and confuted zt thgt time 
when they firſt appear'd in n theſe 8 27 
gain'd ground by continuance, and been taken for hal | 
Truths. As the Story of Bruno, the Egander of the Carthuſtan - 
Order: who having ſpent ſome time in the Univerhty of Paris,. 
was prefent at the Interment of a certain Doctor, who was 2 
Perſon of regular Life to all outward appearance; but when the 
Office for the Dead was recited in the Church for him, at theſe 
words, Reſponde mili quant as habeo Iniquitates, i.e. Anſwer me ham great 
Sins have I committed; the dead Body rais'd it ſelf upon the Bier, 
and with a terrible Voice ſaid, Accuſats ſum, I am accuſed. 
This frightful Accident pur off the Obſequies to the next day 
when at the ſame words the Corps with a more terrible Youce 
ſaid, Judicatus ſum, I am convicted: and the Day after, it aid, 
ondemnatus ſum, I am condemn'd. ' This Spectacle, ſays. the 
tory, had ſuch an effect upon Bruno, that he with ſeven Stu- 
dents of the Umverſity retir'd into a Deſart, where they lived | 
in Cells, and ſet up the Cartbuſian Order. Now altho ſome o 
the Doctors of Paris have ſutficiently prov'd that this Story of 
their Brother Doctor's ſpeaking after his Death is a mexe Fory 
gery, there haying been none of the cotemporary Writers, or 
any other Authors within two hundred years after this is ſaid to 
have en who make the leaſt mention of this aſtoniſhing 
e 


Event; yet this Story is ſtill kept alive, and ſo likely to con- 
And if *twas in vain for the Criticks in Hiſtoxy at ficſt 
fo attempt the diſcouncenancing of this Forgery, becauſe even 
then Bruno had Guards and Gariſons to defend his Reputation, 


to what purpoſe would it be now to make the ſame Attempt, 


when *tis the Intereſt of whole Legions of Fryats to ſupport 
this Story by all Artifices imaginable 7 - Defendit Numerus, the 
very Number of this Order was ſufficient to bear down. the Au- 
thority, and Arguments too, of one or two private Writers. 
And we may even at this day conclude, that theſe Do@ors Who 
contradiſted this Story were not remarkable for-their Wiſdom.z 
ſince no wiſe Men would run their heads into a Neſt of Hornets. 
And ſuppoſe any one of us ſhould trayel up to the top of Mount 


Alverne, whither St. Francis retit'd to meditate upon the 


of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Sacriſtan of that place ſhould ſhew ys 
the very-ſpot of ground where our Saviour appear d to that Saint 


in the form of à Seraphim upon the Croſs, when he imprinted 


on his Hands, Feet, and Side the five Wounds which were given 
him upon the Crofs at Feruſalem; to the end that it might b 


faid, that St. Francis has ſuffer'd as much as his Saviour: Now, 
I ay, $4 — the Holy Lyar ſhould affirm this Story with his 


uſual Confidence and Gravity, for my part I ſhould not think 


fit to contradict him; tho I have read a Maſs in the Hours of 
the Bleſſed Virgin, according to the Uſe of Sarum, upon cead- 
ing wheteof, Pope 


did at the of a certain 
— 5 B2 mia . — 
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Queen of England grant 5465 days Pardon of Sin; our Saviour 
having receiv'd ſo many Wounds upon the Croſs, as is expreſsd 


in the Rubrick belonging to that. Maſs. 


And having now mention'd, the-Maſs-Book, it may not be ; 


amiſs to preſent you with the lying Stories of Indulgences there- 


in contain'd, and particularly granted to the Engliſh Nation. 


well remember that I ſquander d away almoſt a whole Night in 
reading the Maſſes to which theſe following Indulgences were 


annex'd by ſeveral Popes. Firſt for Days? I read one ſhort 


Maſs for 40, one for 100, one for 300, one for 840, ſo on for 
2000, for 4000, for 5455, as was ſaid before: one for 10000, 
ranted by Pope ohn XXII. for ſaying a Prayer to the holy 
ſernade, that is, the holy Handkerchief with which St. Veronica 
wiped the Face of Jeſus Chriſt as he was going to Execution, 
and which therefore carry'd away upon it the lively Impreſſion 
of his Face. So for Vears: I read one Pra yer for 500 Years; 
and as many Lents; one for 300 Years for mortal, and as many 
for venial Sins; one for 10000, one for 32755, and one for a 
million of Years. Beſides which, I alſo read the fifteen 0 0's 
of St. Brigid, which ſhe was wont to ſay daily before the holy 
Root in St, Paul's Church at Rome; which Prayers intitle him 
who ſhall ſay em a whole Vear to deliver fifteen Souls out of 
Purgatory, to convert fifteen Sinners, and confirm fifteen juſt 
Perſons that they ſhall perſevere : and beſides this, what he de- 
—— he ſhall receive, according to the Doctrine of this Maſs- 
2. In the ſame manner, and hy the ſame means of impudent 
Lyes and Forgeries, the Idolatry of the Maſs- God was uſher'd inte 


the World. How many Monks have ſeen .Feſws Chriſt in form of 


a little Child fitting upon the Altar, as ſoon as the conſecrated 
Bread was ſet thereupon? Nay, Bellarmine himſelf, in his Book 


* Sacrament of the Euchariſt, J. 3. c. 8. argues 


from the arance of Fleſh.inftead of Bread at the Conſe- 
cration; and alſo from another Viſion in which Chriſt was ſeen 
in the form of a Child. Nor can it be ſuppos'd that St. Anthony 
of Padua's Als would have left his Provender to have fallen down 
and worſhip'd the Hoſt, unleſs he had ſeen; ſomething extraor- 
dinary. In a Chappel at Dijmn in Burgund), the Sacriftani will 
ſhew you a holy Wafer from whence Blood iſſu'd forth in great 
meaſure, after that a Proteſtant had ſtab'd it in ſeveral places 
with his Knife. If you ask how the Wafer ſhould bleed, he 
will tell you thai it was for ſome time chang'd into an Infant, 
and aftewards into a Wafer again, as it appears then before you. 
And indeed what is the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, but the 
_ moſt impudent Lye chat was ever impos'd upon the Senſes. of 
Mankind? Nor will the Prieſt hood of the Roman Church take 


any leſs Security than this from thoſe whom they admit into 


their Communion, àas-well knowing that he ho has renounc d 
10 N TS 9 * nis 
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his Reaſon and Senſes in ſo high a degree, will not diſpute any 
Doctrine or Practice they ſhall. think fit to impoſe upon hilt. 
Deliver up your Purſe, ſays the Highway. man: Deliver u 
your Reaſon and Senſes, ſays the High Prieft, when he intends 
to poſſeſs himſelf of all that you have. Church in his ſenſe 
ſignifies Empire, and Communion is but a ſofter name for ab- 
ſolute Dominion. | 5 e 
III. And e e Empire of the Pope, was the third 
thing I promis d to ſet forth to you, as founded on lying Hypo- 
criſy, which was at laſt fonnd out to have been manifeſt Forgery. 
Now to ſhew you the Riſe of this mighty Idol, twill be neceſ- 
ſary to premiſe in what manner the Affairs of the Chriftian 
Church were originally adminifter'd before Appeals to Rome 
were ever mention d. %%%ͤͤ on OT TO 
It is commonly ſuppos'd by the Learned, that when the A po- 
files of Jeſus. Chriſt had converted a_ Nation or any People 
to the Chriftian Faith, they appointed Biſhops, Priefts, and 
Deacons for the Government of thoſe whom they had ſo con- 
verted, It does alſo appear in antient Hiſtory, that when the 
Number of Chriſtians was enlarg'd, it was thought convenient 
to ere&t the Orders of Archbiſhops and Patriarchs: And theſe 
Patriarchs being ſupreme in their. ſeveral Diſtricts, had Arch- 
biſhops and Biſhops under them, but were themſelves coequal ; 
no one of them having any Juriſdiftion over another. And in 
the fifth Canon of the firſt General Council at Nice it was de- 
creed, that they who were excommunicated in one Province 
ſhould not be receiv'd to Communion in another: but if any 
Complaint be made by an excommunicated Perſon, it ſhould be 
heard by the Council, which ſhould be held in every Province 
twice every Lear. And ſo (as the words of that Canon are) 
they who have offended againſt their Biſhop ſhall be accounted 
excommunicate, till it pleaſeth the Community of Biſhops to 
pronounce a milder Sentence. And the laſt. Clauſe of this Ca- 
non orders that one of theſe Councils ſhall be held ſome” time 
before Eaſter, that all Diſſenſion being taken away, Men might 
receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper with a quiet Con- 
ſcience. And thus matters ſtood in the time of the firſt general 
Council under the firſt Chriſtian Emperor held at Nice in the 
Yearof our Lord n „ 
But the Hiſtory of the following Times informs us, that ſe- 
veral Perſons, both Clergy and Lay, who were excommunicated 
by their reſpective Biſhops, fled to Rome, and were there re- 
ceiv'd by the Biſhops of that See, who living in the Imperial 
City of the World, were lifted up with Pride, and openly 
eſpous'd the Cauſe of all who fled to them; and after ſome time 
pretended a Right to receive Appeals from all Biſhops and Pa- 
triarchs whatſoever. . Hereupon, great Murmurings aroſe in 
the Eaftern-Churehes,” where it was ſaid that Rue became 
e e eee een, 


. 


hereby like to what it was in its Original, an Alum or Refuge 


for all Malefactors, diſcontented Perſons, and Diſturbers of the 
Church of Chriſt. Hereby alfo the antient Diſcipline of the 
Provinces, under their reſpettive Biſhops, Archhiſhops, and Pa. 
triarchs, was laid aſide by the Roman Biſhops; who uſurp'd an 
Authority which was no ways countenanc'd by the Holy Scriz 
tures or the antient Uſage of the Chriſtian Church; but in 55 
en to and contempt of the Order ſettled by the Nicene 
ouncil. But notwithſtanding this Plea, when the Orders of 
the Roman Biſhops were ſometimes rejected in Provinces which 
belong'd jto other Patriarchs, they thro their Intereſt in the 
Imperial Court procur'd fometimes Civil Magiſtrates, ſometimes 
Soldiers, to ſee their Orders executed by force; But this Uſur- 
tion was grown ſo ſcandalous in the time of Zoximus Biſhopof 
Rome, that a Council was calld at Carthage to * this Af, 
fair. This Council is reported to have conſiſted of 217 Biſhops, 
St. Auſtin being! one of them. Now to this Council Zoxinms 
the Patriarch of Rome (ent Fauſtinus an Italian 3 and alſo 
two more, who brought with them two Canons which they fa. 
ther'd upon the firft Nicene Council: and by theſe Canons they 

' juftify'd the Pope's Power to receive Appeals from all other Ji 
Tiſdictions. But thoſe two Canons were ſoon diſcover'd by the 
Council to be mere Forgeries. For a Copy of the Canons of 
that Council, which Cæcilianus Biſhop of Carthage, who fat in 
the Nicene Council, had brought with him from thence, . was laid 
before them; in which Copy the two Canons alledg'd by the 
Biſhop of Rome were not to be found. But becauſe the Copy of 
Carthage was but an equal ballange to the Copy ſent from Rome 
the Council ſeat to the Patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, and 
Conſtantinople, F that they would tranſmit to them all 
the Records of the Nicene Council, which could be found in an 
place under their reſpeRive Juriſdictions; which being done, it 
a Pan that all the authentick Copies agreed with the Sn 
of Carthage, and not one with that of Rome. Hereupon the 
Pretence of the Biſhop of Rome was condemn'd, his Uſurpation 
ſuppreſs d by Canon, and bis Pride chaftiz'd by Letters, which are 
all extant in the Hiſtory of this Council: in which Letters the 
Fathers who ſat in that Council do argue, that the Pretence oi 
the Roman Biſhop muſt needs be a Forgery, becauſe twas fo con- 
trary to the Canons off the Council of Nice. And therefore 
they forbid him to admit Appeals, or to receiye ſuch into hi 
Communion who had been excommunicated by other Churches. 
Baut notwithſtanding this Oppoſition, the counterfeit Copy of 
the Nicene Council was ftill ſpread about the Roman Pacriarchate | 
* a counterfeit Iſidore, a pretended Biſhap of Hiſpalis, was 
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| zd to. aſſert theſes ſpurious Canons or Commonitory; for fo tha 

Factory was call'd, and is fill inſerted 'in the "Canon Lav 1 
Which prevails within dhe Roman Juriſdiction. This wan 8 
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Proceeding Calls to mind that Ex 


1 Expreſfon of the Prophet - 
ge mich, from whence tis probable. that St. John form'd — 
e tte Whore (of Sahin, mention d in the Revelation... Feremiah's 
he words are theſe: Thou bat x Whore's Forebexd ; ton refaſeſt to be 


a- W aſhamed. Chapt 3. ver. 3 e 
an But 1 Tho this Forgery of Appeals to Rome, which 
Wl ftill prevail'd notwithſtanding its Detection at Carthage, was fuf- 
P- I ficient to ſubje&-the Conſriences and Purſes of all the Rm 
ne Empire to dhe Pope, yet a good Territory of Terra Firma, good 
of Land; das alſd thought neceſſar9 to ſupport his Grandeur: 
ch 8 which was alfo! gain'd by a forg'd wherein ' Conſtantine the 
he WW Emperor was made to give great part of his Empire to Silvefter 
es who was then Pope. And part of this Territory is now calld 
Ir. St. Peter's Patrimony; tis modeſt that they do not call it his 
of W Paternal Eſtate: however, this Patrimeny is held in Sovereign- 
If. ty by the Pope. And both theſe extraordinary Forgeries, 

ps, WM which the'Papal Power ſubſiſts, were well known to our Fore- 
mW fathers of the Reformation, who compil'd the Homilies of the 


fo 7 the ſecond part of the Ser- 
fa. mon vant the: Peril of Idelatry, where ſpeaking of a certain 

cy Forgery in the Council of Friztfort, the words following ate 

ü theſes 80 That in muſt reeds follow that there' were in one Prince's time 
be MW ro Councils afſeinbled at Frankfort, one contrary Fo the other, which - 


by no Hiſtonjdlath' appear: or elſe this after their cam be Popes aut 


in Papifts ve maſt fhumefully cvrrupteu #he Council ; as their mumner 58 
id e Ham hof bn Conteils,/ but dſo ell-Hiftories and Writings of old Doc- 
he ors : falſhing Util corrupting them, for The maintenance of 'their wicked 


and ungotly Purpijes; us bath in time of bare comme #0 light, and doth in 
our dir thee und Move upper inſt evidently. Ler the forged Gift of 
Conſtantine, d ihe mtuble Aitempt #0 Falfify #he- firſt 'Nicene 
Council far the Pope's \Supremitcy, pragivu by Popes in Br. Auſtin's 


ny time, del Witneſs hertof : which Prieffice inideed hu 'then' taken effeft, 
it bad not the Difigente.und Wiſdoih of St. Auſtin and bther Teariied and 


godly Biſhops in Africk, by dbeir greut Labour, and Charges alſo, reſifled 
and pe e eee ee ene 
Having hitherto endeavonr'd to the former Clauſe of 
my Text, viz. Speukin Des in Hypocriſy, to the Roman-Pontiff, the 
eldeſt Son uf the Father Lhes z I 'thall now proceed to ſhew- 
how the ſame Roman Prieſthoed, and anſwer the 
ſecond Character mention'd in the latter Clauſe of the Text: 
Having their C onſciences ſeur d with'a bot Iron. But before 1 do this, 
cannot but obſerve a natural Connection between the two Cha- 
racters contain d in the Text ; the former ſeeming to inter the 
latter: Forgery thereſore inſers Cruelty, becauſẽ it ſtands in 
need of Force to ſupport it ſelf by, when the Fraud is detected. 
Tis not in the nature of ill · deſiguing Men to ſuffer their Frauds 
to be expogd and ridiculd; atid therefore where Force is to be 
had, they will malte uſe ef it to difcourage thoſe who enden 


1 | (360 

| vour to expoſe their Falſhogd, '' But on the other hand. 7 
3 As. Truth wants no ſuch Aſſiſtance, ſo tis evident that the 
* Truthof the Chriftian Religion is unca pable of *borrowing any 
4 ſuch help from any Force whatſoever. For the fundamental 
Grounds and Reaſons upon which the Chriſtian Religion was 

originally fix'd, and upon which it now ſubſifts, are contain'd in 

theſe two Points: 1. That Jeſus Chriſt anſwer'd thoſe Types 
and Prophecies in the Old Teſtament, which prefigur'd and 

foretold the expected Meſtah. And, 2. That he demonſtrated 
the Authority of his Miſhon from God the Father, by produ- 
cing to the World the Broad Seal of Heaven; I mean, by per- 
forming thoſe Miracles which are reported in the Goſpel. Upon 
theſe two Arguments does the Verity of the Chriſtian Profeſ- 
ſion ſubſiſt. Now ſince bath theſe fundamental Arguments con- 
ſiſt merely of Matters of Fact, what Support can he drawn from 
Force to eftabliſti either of them? For can any Force which 
may be uſed upon my Body, convince my Judgment that Jeſus 
Chriſt did by his Life, Death, and Reſurrection, fulfil the Types 
and Prophecies, which for, many Xears before were given out 
concerning his Appearance in the World? Particularly, that 
bis bloody Death anſwer'd to all the Sacrifices offer'd under the 
| Levitical Law; that his lying in the Grave was prefigur' d by 
| At abiding three days in the Belly of a Fiſh; às be himſelf 
= has taught us; and that his Reſurrection was reſembled by Iſaac's 
# narrow Eſcape from Death, as St. Paul informs us ? Is it poſſi- 
1 ble that Force can contribute to make us believe any Matter of 
Fact to be ſuch as it is reported? Tis only the Credibility of 
ſl the Witneſſes, and ſome other concurrent Circumſtances, which 
1 give Credibility to Report. Suppoſe an Italian Papiſt ſhould ſay 
4 to a Member of our Church, that all our Pretence to a legal 
Change from. the Religion of Rome was falſe; and that what we 
call a legal Reformation, was only brought to paſs by the wild 
Enthuſiaſmof the Mob, and not by the Wiſdom of the Nation 
in a Parliamentary way: ſuppoſe this Foreigner ſhould alſo add, 
that there were no ſuch Monarchs as Henry VIII. King Edward, 

or Queen Zlizabeth, who by their Royal Authority cogcur'd to 
_ what we call our me gs what would you ſay; to this Ob- 
jector ? Would you tell him that tis his beſt way to believe in 
Hen VIII. and Queen Elizabeth, or elſe you will burn him to 
- aſhes, or at leaſt, fend him to Goal, where he ſhall, be chaſtiz d 
into fuch.a Belief? Or would you ſhew him the Statute-Book, 

and turn to the Laus which were made at that time concerning 
the Reformation, and the Hiſtory. thereof, as twas written by 
Papiſts and Proteſtants, together with the concugring; Accounts 
given thereof by the Writers of our neighbour, Nations ? Sure- 
ly if we intehded to convince the Gainſayer of our; legal Re- 
formation, we ſhould take this way to do it: or if this method 

thoutd proverinſufficient, we ſhoultleave him to follow his own 
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Imaginations, having done all that is proper to convince his 
Judgment. And I believe any Foreigner may make uſe of his 
Liberty to deny our Reformation, as bas been ſaid, and to ſtand 
ſtubbornly to this his Opinion, without provoking any Member 
of our Church, unleſs it be to Laughter. But, on the other 
hand, were any one of us in the Franciſcan Convent upon Mount 
Alverne in Ttaly, and ſhould hear the Sacriſtan tell us in the 
Church of that Convent, as is uſual, that the Bodies of St. Fran- 
cn and St, Dominick were repoſed in a Subterranean Chappel un- 

der the high Altar; that both theſe Bodies abide ſtill. without 
the leaſt Corruption, that they both ftand upright on their feet 
without any thing to uphold them: perhaps we might doubt of 
the Truth of this Relation, and ask the Sexton leave to ſee the 
Miracle. But if the holy Lyar ſhould tell us (as is alſo uſual 
upon ſuch an occaſion) that this is a Myftery which is not ſuf- 

fer d to be ſeen at preſent, and that one of the Popes of Rome, 
after he had refolv'd to ſee: this Miracle, died ſuddenly; and 
that ſoon after this melancholy Accident both the Saints ap- 
pear'd to a Franciſcan Fryar, and inform'd him that all who ſhould 
attempt the ſame thing, ſhould meet with the ſame fate: I am 
ſure this Report would make me give check to any further Curio- 
fity, much leſs ſhould I diſpute any part of the Narrative which 
this holy Man had been pleas'd to impart to me, left T ſhould in- 
cur Suſpicion of "Hereſy ; eſpecially having read of a certain 
Perſon, who was caſt into the Inquiſition becauſe he did not be- 
lieve that St. Anthony of Padua's Aſs kneel'd down to worſhip the 
Hoſt, on purpoſe to confound the Proteftanrs. Or (to put ano- 
ther caſe) ſuppoſe the Sactiftan of out Lady's Chappel at Loretto 
ſhould be pleas'd to inform me, that a ſmall Detachmentof An- 
gels took up that Chappel at Nazareth, where it cover'd the 
Houſe: in which Jeſus Chriſt was born, and carry'd it in one 
night from thence into Dalmatia, and in another night were 
pleas'd to remove it into ah, placing it at laſt upon the Land 
of the Widow Loreto, where it is now {cen ; *twere better to be- 
lieve as much as we can of the matter, than to go about to diſ- 
prove it. And indeed 'tis indifferent to the Priefthood of Rome 
whether any Man believes a tittle of their Religion or not, pro- 
vided he be no Gainſayer, but follows the Devotion of the 
Church, and is as profitable to the Prieſt as becomes one of his 
Station and Quality. But to have the Stories and Forgeries 
which ſupport the Hierarchy contraditted, is what this Genera- 
tion of Papifts and their Forefathers could never bear. Hence 
it was that they harden'd their Hearts as the nether Alillſtone, 
hence their Conſciences were ſear'd with a hot Iron: *twas to pre- 
ſerve their notorions Forgeries from being detected or gainſaid, 
that they invented the extravagant inhuman Cruelties of Inqui- 
fition, Dragooning, and Maſſacre; of which 1 ſhall ſpeak in 
their Order. | | LE, 
| C 1. The 
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1, The Court of Inquiſition conſiſts of an Inquiſitor-Gene- 
ral, ſeveral Aſſeſſors, who are Divines, Civilians and Cano- 
niſts; Qualificators, who are Dominican Friars, whoſe Buſineſs is 
to correct Books, i. e. alter and forge what they pleaſe in 
them ; an Advocate Fiſcal to proſecute; and Familiars, that is 
Bailiffs, to ſeize thoſe who are inform'd againft and carry them 
to Priſon. One would think that there cannot be a meaner 
Office than this laſt mention'd; and yet there is ſcarce a No- 
bleman in any Country where this Inquiſition prevails, but is 
one of theſe Familiars, and executes that mean Office, being 
induced thereunto by a plenary Iadulgence granted by the 
Pope, to every fingle Exerciſe of this Office, as was granted by 
the Lateran Council to thoſe who reſcu'd the Holy Land from 
the Infidels. Theſe Lord Catchpoles, by warrant from the In- 
quiſitor-General, ſcize any Perſons except Biſhops (they muſt 
not fall into the Hands of Laymen) and carry them into the 
Priſons of the Inquiſition, delivering them up into-the hands of 
the Tailors and Warders, who are the meaneſt Oificers in this 
Holy Office, as it is ſtil d. No this Court of Inquiſition takes 
upon it ſelf, by an Edict, to command all People whatſoever to 
inform againſt any Hereticks, of what degree ſoever, under 

ain of Excommunication, and of being proceeded againſt as 
zavourers of Hereticks: So that if any one ſuſpects another of 
. he is bound to inform, or is liable to be brought into the 
Inquitition himſelf. | E 
2, Fhe Informer is a Witneſs, and names what Witneſſes he 
pleaſes, Who are ſent for privately; and before they are 
examin'd, take an Oath never to diſcover that they have been 
with the Inquifition, or to mention any thing which they ſaid, 
ſaw or heard within that Court. FR. 

3- All People ever ſo infamous, and tho detected of Hereſy, 
are allow'd to be Witneſſes, except mortal Enemies; but this 
Exception can little avail the Prifoner, who is not permitted to 
know who is his Accuſer, or the Name of any Perſon who wit- 
neſſes againſt him. 1 1 4 
4. The Priſons of the Inquifition are ſmall dark Rooms, of 
about five Paces long and three broad, having a hard Quilt on 
the Floor to lodg upon. 3 | 3 

5+ . Whoever enquires after the Condition of any Perſon 
lodg'd in any of theſe Priſons, 1s, for that reaſon, in danger of 

eing caft into the ſame ſort of Priſon himſelf; or if you en- 
deavour to ſend a Letter thither, tis the ſame thing. 

6, Immediately upon the Seizure of any Perſon, his Eftate, 
Goods and Houle are all ſeiz'd by the Fiſcal, and alienated; 
ſo that if the Priſoner ſhould be acquitted, he can never reco- 
ver them. | | 
7. The Priſoner is not ſuffer'd to ſee any body but his Jailor, 
who brings him a very ſpare Diet, and with it a lighted TAY, 

| whic 


jfu!. en a 
which burns half an hour; but this July is not permitted to 
entertain any Diſcourſe with the Priſoner, without leave from 


z 


the Inquiſitors. 4 RE 8 

8. After the Priſoner has ſpent ſome Weeks, or perhaps 
Months in his Priſon, he is ſent for to the Court of Inquiſition; 
where he is firſt ſworn to make true Anſwer to all the Ihquiſitor's 
Interrogatories; and if he has heen guilty of Hexe ſy, to con- 
feſs it. And then he is ask'd, If he knows why he was taken 
up by the Inquiſition ; if he anſwers, No: Then he is ask'd, 
If he knows not for what Crimes the Inquiſition impriſons Men. 
And if he ftill denies that he ever held any Hexeſy or Commu- 
nication with Hereticks, he is told that the Holy Office never 
impriſons Men without good Cauſe ; and ſo he is remanded back 
to his Priſon, being ſtrictly charg'd to examine his own Con- 
ſcience, that he may be prepar'd to confeſs all his Hereſies, 
Teachers and Acquaintance. | | | | 
9. Perhaps after fix Months he may be ſent for again, and 
examin'd in like manner ; and if he pleads Not Guilty, he is 
put upon the Rack in the preſence of an Inquiſitor for the ſpace 
of an hour, whereby his Arms are disjointed with exquiſite 
Torture, inſomuch that there are few Priſoners but who are 
forc'd, by the Exquiſiteneſs of the Torture, to confeſs any 
thing that they may be taken down. But if they held out the 
whole Hour without confeſſing, they are ſtill ſubject to the ſame - 
Extremity again and again. Nay this Torture is never to be 
finally eſcap'd ; for if the Priſoner ſhopld confeſs his Hereſy, 
and his Accomplices in the Hereſy, yet he is till ſuhject to be 
rack'd, to knowif he has made a full Confeſſion of all his Ac- 
complices, But if he denies the Hereſy, he is ſtill rack'd to 
confeſs it. And as for the Hereſy of which be is accus'd, they 
will not let him know it any more than his Accuſers and Wit- 
neſſes. And in the whole of this Proceeding, all Senſe of com- 
mon juſtice and Humanity is offer'd a Sacrifice to the implaca- 
ble Moloc of New Rome, who proſecutes his holy Barbarities a- 
gainſt innocent Men with the Malice of Hell upon Earth. 
Twas otherwiſe in Old Rome, when Feſtus the Proconſul of 
Fudea declar d, in the caſe of St. Paul, who was accus'd before him 
of Hereſy, that was not the manner of the Romans #0 deliver any 
Man to die (much Jeſs to Torments worſe than Death) before that 
he who is accus*d have the Accuſers Face to Face, and have licence to 
anſwer for himſelf concerning the Crime laid againſt him, Act. 25. 16. 

10. But in this Court, when a competent number. of Priſo- 
ners are couvicted of Hereſy. by their voluntary or extorted 
Confeſſion, or upon the Evidence of unknown Witneſſes, a Day 
| is appointed for the Jail-Delivery z which, in the Stile of the 
Inquiſition, is an 48 of Faith, On this day the Grand Inquiſi- 
tor fits on a Chair of State, upon a large Stage, where room is 
left for the King and Nobility, who are always expetted to grace 
F847 "FE. a . : 2 EC 2 4 7 WE £5. a the | 
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the Solemnity : And in Lisbon the Inquiſitor's Chair is, on that 


day, exalted ſomewhat above the King's Throne, that the King 


may know who is the Higher Power. In this Court the con- 
demn d Hereticks are deliver'd over to the Civil Magiftrate, 


with a ſtrict Charge that he put none of their Lives into dan- 
ger, tho they who give this Charge know that the Priſoners ſo 
deliver'd muſt immediately be loaded with Chains before their 
Faces, and muſt then be carry d to a Secular Jail, and within 
an Hour after that muft be brought before a Secular Judg ; 
who, without Knowledg, or any Cognizance of their Crimes, 
or of any Evidence which was againft them, is oblig'd to ask 
them in what Religion they intend todie; and they who will 
die in the Communion of the Roman Church, he orders to be 
firſt ſtrangled, and then burat to Aſhes ; but they who will die 
in any other Religion, are told by the Jeſuits, who are always 
attending the Execution, that they leave them to the Devil, 
who is there ready to receive their Souls, and to carry them in- 
to the Flames of Hell-Fire. RE” Rn 
11. Hereupon a Shout follows, and the common People cry 
out, Beard the Dogs; which Command is executed, by apply- 
ing flaming Furzes to their Faces; which Ceremony is accom- 
pany'4 with loud Acclamations of Joy. And then they are 
burnt with a Fire at ſome diſtance from their Bodies; or if it 
be a windy day, they are rather roaſted to Death. x 
Let us here make a ſtand, and inquire what Qualifications 
make up the compleat Character of the Devil: They are but 
theſe three, Malice, Falſſiood and Cruelty, all in the higheſt 
degree, Can there be any greater Malice ſhewn, than by ex- 
erciſing the acuteſt Torments upon ſuch who have been inno- 
cent in their Lives, but only differ in Speculation from their 
Perſecutors ? Can there be any greater Falſhood and Treache- 
ry, than to adjure the Civil Magiftrate to ſpare the Lives of 
thoſe who are deliver'd up into his Hand, on purpoſe to be de- 
ſtroy'd with exquiſite Torments ? And all this for the ſake of 
Holy Church. What can be the difference between Church of 
Hell and Church of Rome? | | 
Ho fertile the Roman Church has been in production of 
Murders and Maſfacres, T have heretofore ſer forth to you upon 
this occaſion ; but yet there was one late invented ſort of Ca- 
tholick Recreation, which, at that time, flipt out of my Me- 
mory ; I mean the French Invention of Dragooning, which ren- 
ders Life far worſe than a thouſand Deaths: the Particularities 
of this Perſecution being equal to the number of Dragoons 
who are bred up in Blood and Rapine, aretco many to be com- 
prehended in a large Volume, much leſs in the bounds of a 
Sermon: And therefore I ſhall ſum them up in the Deſcription, 
which an Eye-witneſs has given of them, who is now a Right 
Reverend, and truly honourable Prelate of this Church, in 
| | | a,” Po... ew 
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theſe words; 1 ſaw the Perſecution in its utmoft Rage and Fury, and 
of which I could give you many Inſtances, which are ſo much | beyond all 
the common Meaſures of Barbarity and Cruelty, that I confeſs they 
ovght not to be believ d, unleſs I could give more poſitive Proofs of them 
than are fitting to be brought forth. I do not think, ſays he, that in 
any Age there ever was ſuch a Violation of all that is ſacred, either 
with relation to God or Man ; And the Applauſes which the whole 
Clergy give to this way of Proceeding, prove that it may be call'd the 


AG of the whole Clergy of France; they animate even the Dragoons to 


hizher degrees of Rage. And what were all theſe exquiſite Tor- 
ments for? only to force Men, by all poſſible Extremities, to 


ſign an Abjuration, which all the World muſt needs ſee is done. 


aga inſt their Conſciences. 
Certainly. that Prince who abandons his loyal, induftrious 


and uſeful Subjects to theſe Hell-hounds, will never. be depos'd 
by the Holy Father for want of Orthodoxy, or ever be laid a- 


ſide even by the Conſent of Becanwus the Jeſuit, Suppoſe, ſays 
this Jeſuit, that a King ſhould be remiſs in his Duty of deftroy- 
ing Hereticks, in ſuch a caſe he is to be depos'd by the Holy 
Father, & acrior Canis comparandus eſt, a ſharper Cur is to be ſet 
up in his ſtead. But our Proteſtant Writer of this Letter con- 
cerning the French Perſecution, with true Chriftian Compaſſion, 
laments, That a Sovereign Prince- ſhould be bred up in ſuch a Religion, 
that does certainly oblige him to diveſt himſelf of Humanity, and to 


violate his Faith, when the Cauſe of his Church and Religion requires + 


it. I ſhallonly add hereunto one Remark concerning the Beha- 
viour of a certain French Catholick Biſhop, the Biſhop of Meaux, 
during this Perſecution. At this time he took occaſion to write 
a Paſtoral Letter to the Clergy of his Dioceſs, wherein ſpeak- 
ing of the new Converts made by the Dragoons, he ſaith, That 
not one of them hath ſuffer'd Violence either in his Perſon or Goods; ſo 
far have they been from ſuffering Torments, that they have not ſo much 
as heard them mention'd, I hear, ſaith he, other Biſhops affirm the 
ſame ; but for you, my Brethren, you are return'd peaceably to ws, you 
now it, : | | ;of 
8 Behold in this Catholick Biſhop the Triumvirate of Hell; 
Malice, Cruelty and Falſhood! How well does he exemplify 
my Text, Speaking Hes in Hypocriſy, having his Conſcience ſear d with 
a hot Tron, Tis difficult: to invent a more apparent Lye than 
this was, becauſe not only France, but all other Countries in Eu- 


rope, whither the French Proteſtants flew for Succour, muſt be con- 
vinc'd of the Forehead of this genuine Son of the Whore of 
Babylon. Perhaps you may ask, To what end did this Biſhop | 
forge ſo notorious a Lye ? I anſwer, That they who are in the 


depths of Satan have deeper Foreſight, than thoſe who are only 
in his Shadows can eaſily comprehend. The Biſhop knew at 
this time no body living could believe a word of what he wrote; 


but he ſuppos'd that a hundred years hence what he now wrote 


| Might 
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might gain Credit, and by all Roman Catholicks will be pro- 
duc'd as a ſufficient Demonſtration againſt any Proteſtants, who 
ſhall be ſo fool-hardy as to mention the Dragooning of this laft 
Age. Behold! (will a Pa piſt ſay) a holy Catholick Biſhop, who 
made a conſiderable Figure in that Age wherein you would ſup- 
poſe a Perſecution ; This very Biſhop writing to his Clergy, 
ſays, That there was no ſuch thing, and that the Proteſtants 
left their Hereſy, and were reconciled to the Church of their 
own voluntary Inclination ; which no Biſhop could have ſaid, 
had there been any appearance of Perſecution. So that the Im- 
pudence of this Forgery will then be urg'd for its juſtification, 
and the moſt inhuman Villany will be palliated by a moſt notorious 
Falſhood, Forriter calumniare, & aliquid herebit, Lye ftoutly, and one 
time or other you may be believ'd. This inftance may teach-us 
what to think of the Confidence of Papiſts, when they tell us 
that they have Antiquity, Univerſality, and Conſent of Ages for 
their Doctrine. Suppoſe all this: Can Antiquity make a Lye 
to become a Truth? Or an immoral Action good? Nor is uni- 
verſal Conſent ſuſficient to form a Man's Faith upon: for for- 
merly all the World, except the ewe, agreed in Idolatry; 
and ſometimes the Fews agreed with em. Papiſts at this day 
alſo are apt to ſay *tis impoſſible that multitudes fhould agree 
to complot and teach a Lye : But *tis likewiſe true from what 
has been ſaid, that multitudes may agree to believe a Lye, 
which ſome cunning Doctor of Frauds and Forgerys may think fit 
to deviſe z eſpecially if the Prieſthood ſhall be made party to the 
Forgery, and alſo if it ſhall become dangerous to find it out. 
What Man is there at this day in France, who dares openly con- 
tradi the late impudent Lye of the Biſhop of Meanx? And if 
France continues for a hundred Years to come in the like Circum- 
ſtances to what ſhe is in at preſent, it can ſcarce be ſuppos'd 
that any one ſhall be then able to contradiR it; but it will be be- 
liev'd generally, without the leaſt ſuſpicion of Fraud. There are 
two things which of meer neceſſity will ſupport any Fraud, which 
are never wanting in the Church-State of Rome: Firſt, that it 
be afſerted with Prieftly Gravity and holy Grimace ; and ſe- 
condly, that it ſhall be unſafe to diſcover or contradi& it. And 
therefore I am fo far from thinking of the downfal of Antichriſt, 
tho I have prov'd it to be built only upon Forgeries, that I ſhould” 
be tempted to think that it can never fall ſo long as there is a 
Prieſt ood to propagate it, and an Inquiſition to confute Gain- 
ſayers. Nor can a Pricfthood be wanting to propagate that Hy- 
pocriſy, when the Effects of it, as in Saint-worſhip, Hoſt-worſhip, 
and intire Suhmiſſion to St. Peter's Chair, tend only to their own. 
Advantage; as does every ſuch like Practice carried on by the 
fame means: which makes them vouch their Abſurdities with 
the better Grace. Give me leave to make ſome few Reflections 
upon what has been ſaid. And, VJ 
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1. Since the Spirit of Falſhood, Malice, and Cruelty, are the 


Foundations upon which the pretended Cat holick Roman Church 
is built, what reaſon have we, together with our firft Reformers, 
to declare that Church-State to be the Kingdom of Antichriſt, 
and to look upon our ſelves to be abſolutely free from any Obli- 
gation to them, other than to endeavour their Converſion and 
Salvation? Which is not to be done by needleſs ſymbolizing with 


them in any Rites or Ceremonies, which they generally turn to 


the Scorn and Contempt of us. How fhametul is it for a Pro- 
teftant to ſymbolize with them in uſing Severities againſt his 


_ diſſenting Brother? Which proceeding cannot be attempted 


but upon Principles truly Popiſn, and ſuch Arguments which the 


Papiſts ſtill urge againft our Reformation; only the Argument 


comes with a better Grace from their Mouths than ours: For 
that Church which allows it ſelf to be Fallible, cannot require 
an abſolute Obedience in point of Faith, as a Church which 
ſuppoſes it ſelf to be uncapable of Error. So that it muſt be 
with a very ill Grace, that a Proteſtant can curſe and damn his 
Brother, for holding the wrong fide of the Queſtion. 55 
But, on the contrary, Liberty of Conſcience in matters of 
religious Worſhip, is Fundamental in all Proteftant, that is, 
Chriftian Governments ; becauſe Conſcience can be ſubjected to 
no Legiſlative Power but that of Jeſus Chriſt : So that the ſu- 


preme Legiſlative Power of the Magiſtrate cannot pretend to 


an uncontroulable Sovereignty over Conſcience,” but can only 
reftrain from fuch Actions whereby a fellow-Subje& receives 
damage. The Pope's Sovereignty is of another nature; he be- 
ing, as is pretended, in the ſtead of Chrift himſelf, his Sove- 
reignty reaches the Conſcience. *Tis for the ſake of this Power 


that ſo many Lyes and Forgeries have been fram'd, and ſo ma- 


ny Butcheries committed, to the unexpreſſible Scandal of the 
true Chriftian Religion; as will farther appear by the horrid 
Maſſacre which we commemorate this Day: which takes in both 
2 of my Text, lying Hypocriſy, and helliſh Cruelty. For 
efore this Maſſacre began, whilft it was in the Embrio, ſhaping 
and forming it ſelf in the Womb, the 1ifh Pa piſts liv'd with 
their Engliſh Neighbours under the open appearance of all neigh- 
bourly Friendſhip, and in all Offices of common Humanity. Nor 
had they the leaft Temptation to break with the Proteftants, 
who did not envy them the Indulgence of their Superftition, or 
any other. Favours which the Royal Bounty heap'd upon rhem. 
Under theſe Circumſtances a Rebellion and Maſſacre brake out 
together upon this Day, ſacred to the Memory of Ignatius Loyola, 
Founder of the Jeſuits Order. But that the Actors of this Tra- 
gedy had their Hearts ſear'd with a hot Iron, there needs no 0+ 
ther proof but only a ſhort account of their Actions. The mild- 
eſt part of the Tragedy was their driving ſome Thouſands into 
Lakes and Rivers, where they periſh'd in the Waters: But _ 
| ticudes 
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ritudes they ſhut up in thatch*d Barns and Churches, wherein they burnt them wir 
great Satis faction. Some had their Bellies ript open, the end ot their Guts tyadi 

Trees, and then they were forc'd to run round thoſe; Trees till their Energi 
were drawn our of their Bodies. May Women had their Bellies Tips openl 

their Children torn out of their Wombs, and toſs'd pon Pikes from one fo, ang 
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ther. Other Women ſaw their Childrens Brains dalh'd our before thbir Fate 

| Some marry'd Women were forc'd to aſſiſt in hanging their own Hiisbauty 
whilſt other young Virgins. were ſtrip'd naked, and in chat condition farc?d 4 

lead their aged Parents to Execution, Many .werg compel'd to go to. Mais, pl 
profeſs the Belief of Tranſubſtantiation, and the Pope's -Supremacy, and ind 
mediately were barbarouſſy murder'd (as they were told) left they thontd "alt 

turn Hereticks. Many were wounded; and then faſten'd into the Groùmd, alld 

there left languiſhing to Peath, with only their Heads above Ground. Gthes 

| | letr upon the Ground half murder'd, begging to be diſpatch'd ; but the bai 
Murderers . counted , it a Favour if after two or three days they knock'd on 

their Brains. But with others they made a quicker Nipärch RE having-beg'd 

upon their Knees that they might recommend their Souls to God before the 
dyed, were anſwer'd, Bequeath your Souls to the Devil, and ſo were murder'd in 

an jnſtant. Many were ſtrip'd naked; it being then froſty Weather, and fare 

wal}! to wander on the Mountains and in Woods, till they periſh'd wich Cold and 
12 Hunger. Thus Fire and Water, Rain and Snow, fulfil the word of Sovereigh 
4 Pontiſf, who ſent his beloved Son in the Lord, the Right Reverend Archbiſhop 
of Fer mo, to. incourage the holy Rebellion and Maſſacre, And is it the foritking 
0 this Church of F 1ries for which we and our Forefathers ſtand in danger off 
eternal Damnation? Is this the Church from whoſe Authority our Proteſt ant 
Biſhops and Clergy mult derive their ſacred Characters? Is this the Church Which 
we are bound by our Bomllies to reſtore to its antient Tyranny? Or are We 
for the ſake of this Church, bound to abhor the neceſſary” means which brotighf 
to paſs our late happy Revolution, 'whereby we ate ar this day preſerv'd: frog 

. Antichriſtian Tyranny:? Is it as much as our Souls are Worth to renounce KA 
_"Synagogue of Satan, this Combination of Antichriſts? Muft we yield our, ſelves 

' bound Fland and Foot to this Diſcipline of Hell, if our Sovereign Prince ſhould 
ever command us to it, and not fo much as endeavour to reſcue our ſelves fro 

- the Claws of. theſe Tygers? Is it neceſſary that we ſhould ſymbolize with the 
Imps of Hell, in denying a Toletation to our Chriſtian Brethren, Who -agredl 
Wich us in all Articles of Faith which we hold neceſſary to our Eternal Salvgs 
tion? 1s. it neceſſary upon any account. to ſymbolize with 11185 which is al 
ways uniform in ſubduing our Conſciences to Italian Vallalthip, and our Pet 
ſous to the loweſt degree of Slavery? Can we expect any Reformation 102 

/ pretended Church, which does nor. On it ſelf ſubject to any Error? 
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Where fore the Uſe I would. make of what I: have ſaid, is only to Min ry 
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© your pare Minds to be ſubject nly o the Word of God, and the ' Laws of che 
Land, Tn bppofition ro all Antichriſtlan Uſurpat ions. This Was the great "and 
wife Deſięgn of ſettling the Succeſſion inthe Auguſt Houſe: of Hanne, where 
- Ir is now happily lodg'd. The vaſdon! of the Nation foréſaw it Would be. uy 
vain to offer; Prayers and Tears to a Popiſh Prince, as it Was for your Anceftal 
— to plead Conſcience upon Lats Day of Rebellion and Maſſacre. They well knew 
wal” - that every, Poptih Sovereign is ſubject to the Pope's Command, and muſt exriya 
' 1 pate whom he calls Hereticks, tho they fhould be his beſt Subjects: 88 thai 
= „ ewill be in vain, I fay, tooffer Prayers and Tears, When this Anſwer will by 
ready ar; hand, The King has u Soul to be ſav'd. But as for the Souls aud 
1 * dies of the People, they may be lett to the tender Mercy of an Iuquiſixiaa 9 
The * elſe ro the Diſcretion of French Dragoons. or Hiſh Ruffians; peblch Gad. pres 
1 vent, thro his Mercy in Jeſus Chriſt : To whom with rhe Father and che 18 

| 2 Choſt be Honour and Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. e 
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